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Spring 2026 Edition 

The Fibril Angle
The Newsletter of the Cellulose and Renewable Materials 
Division

Letter from the Chair
As we enter the spring season, I would like to take a moment to address all 
members of CELL and share a few important updates about our community 
and its activities.

First, it is my great pleasure to welcome the newly elected and nominated 
members of our Executive Committee. Congratulations, and thank you 
for your willingness to serve our community. The Executive Committee 
works continuously to ensure the smooth operation of the Division and to 
strengthen the visibility and impact of CELL within the scientific community. 
Your engagement, ideas, and participation are essential to help us advance 
these goals and further develop the activities of the Division.

The 2025 elections attracted an excellent group of candidates, demonstrating the vitality and commitment of 
our community. I strongly encourage all interested members to consider submitting their candidacy in future 
elections. The next call for nominations for open positions will be announced in the autumn, and we hope to 
see many of you step forward to contribute to the leadership of the Division.

I would also like to remind our members of the importance of recognizing excellence within our field. Please 
consider nominating outstanding researchers for the Anselme Payen Award and promising early-career 
scientists for the Kingfa Young Investigator Award. These recognitions are vital for celebrating achievements 
and supporting the next generation of leaders in renewable materials research. The Division also offers 
several other recognitions, including awards for graduate students as well as ACS and Division Fellow 
distinctions; I encourage you to visit our awards webpage (https://acscell.org/awards/) to learn more and 
consider nominations. 

Our Division is also proud to be part of Transformative Natural Polymers — A Convergent Chemistry 
Community supported by the American Chemical Society (https://acs-np-ccc.org/acs-np-ccc-about/), which 
helps connecting researchers working on renewable and bio-based macromolecules across disciplines. This 
initiative further strengthens collaboration and visibility for our field.

The CELL Division remains one of the most internationally engaged divisions within the American Chemical 
Society, and this global participation is one of our greatest strengths. Even in times when geopolitical 
challenges can affect scientific exchange, our community continues to remain strong, collaborative, and 
committed to advancing science together. Let us continue building on this momentum and further expand 
our international engagement.

I also look forward to seeing many of you at the upcoming ACS Spring Meeting in Atlanta, which will be 
another great opportunity to meet colleagues, exchange ideas, and celebrate the progress of our field.
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2026 CELL Division Election
The CELL Division recently had an election. We would like to welcome newly elected members:
•	•	 Member-at-Large:Member-at-Large: Joice Kaschuk, Wageningen University & Research (3-year term)
•	•	 Councilor:Councilor: Kevin Edgar, Virginia Tech (3-year term)
•	•	 Alternate Councilor: Alternate Councilor: Lokendra Pal, North Carolina State University (3-year term)

Their terms have started on January 1, 2026.

We also want to thank our outgoing Officers for their dedicated service: Maria Celeste Iglesias (Member-at-
Large) and Paavo Penttila (Alternate Councilor).

We also have the following newly nominated officials: 
•	•	 Vice Program Chair:Vice Program Chair: Jeff Youngblood (Purdue University). Jeff will work closely with Feng Jiang 

(University of British Columbia), our incoming Program Chair.
•	•	 Membership Chair:Membership Chair: Glenn Larkin (LarChem LLC), who is completing his term as Program Chair.
•	•	 Events Chair:Events Chair: Diego Gomez-Maldonado (Texas Tech University).

We also extend our sincere appreciation to the outgoing Chairs for their hard work and dedication:
•	 Silvia Vignolini (Events Chair, 2022–2026)
•	 Glenn Larkin (Program Chair, 2024–2026)
•	 Noppadon (Tik) Sathitsuksanoh (Membership Chair, 2021–2026)

Hello CELL Division! I am excited to be a part of this amazing division of 
ACS. After serving as Membership Chair and Treasurer for the division, I 
look forward to continuing serving the membership and working closely with 
the Executive Committee to represent you. I always look forward to seeing 
so many friendly faces and engaging in discussions at the national meetings, 
surrounding all of the cutting edge research that is ongoing in the membership. 
I look forward to continued interaction with so many of you as I prepare for 
transitioning into the role of Chair in January 2027. I have had the opportunity 
to engage in the ACS Leadership Institute and continue growing my understanding of the inner workings of 
ACS, and was also fortunate enough to participate in our last strategic planning event. Our division has so 
many amazing volunteers that dedicate their time to making the division better in so many ways. My hope 
is that you all are able to make many new connections and support opportunities and directions for division 
growth – your support and input is needed to shape the future of the CELL Division! Please don’t hesitate to 
reach out to me (mbortner@vt.edu). I hope that you all enjoy the upcoming Spring meeting in Atlanta! 

Letter from the Chair-Elect

Finally, I encourage you to stay connected with the Division by visiting the CELL Division website (https://
acscell.org) and following our LinkedIn page (https://www.linkedin.com/groups/13188244/) for updates, an-
nouncements, and opportunities to engage with the community. Thank you for your continued commitment 
to the CELL Division and to advancing the science of renewable materials.
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2025 Anselme Payen Award
The 2025 Anselme Payen award goes to Dr Liangbing Hu, Carol and 
Douglas Melamed Professor of Electrical & Computer Engineering & 
Materials Science at Yale University. He is the founding director of Center 
for Materials Innovation at Yale University. He was also a prior KINGFA 
Young Investigator recipient in 2017. At a relatively young age of 43, Dr 
Hu has achieved significant research impact. To date, he has accumulated 
a total of >120,000 citations, ~ 500 peer-reviewed papers with an h index 
of 178, which are probably among the highest in the cellulose and related 
research community. His research is constantly featured in high visibility 
journals including Science and Nature.

To quote a statement from his appraiser: 

“…Dr Hu has the unique capability to design novel structures based on his deep understanding of the 
fundamental science, and then comes up with simple engineering approaches in cellulose engineering, which 
very often lead to properties far better than what people have done before. This is particularly important 
when the field is pushing toward the emerging use of wood and cellulose for advanced products, which will 
drive the need and use of wood to address global sustainability challenges.”

Dr Hu has made seminal and significant contributions to the fundamental understanding of cellulose/wood 
mechanics and devised disruptive processing approaches to achieve record-high mechanical performances 
of these engineered structures. He is also an entrepreneur. He is the leading inventor of Super Wood (patent 
issued in a few countries already). He founded a startup company, InventWood Inc., to commercialize Super 
Wood and other advanced wood technologies invented in his group. Inventwood recently receive a $20M 
grant from DOE to manufacture and commercialize Super Wood products. 

Congratutions to Liangbing!

Chair: Tatiana Budtova

Chair-Elect: Michael Bortner

Immediate Past Chair: Wim Thielemans

Secretary: Nathalie Lavoine

Treasurer: World Nieh

Councilors: Sheila Murphy, Soledad Peresin & 
Kevin Edgar

Alternate Councilors: Lucian Lucia, Maren Roman 
& Lokendra Pal

Members-at-Large: Amir Sheikhi, Megan Roberts 
& Joice Kaschuk 

2026 CELL Division Officials
Post-doctoral Member-at-Large: Stella Petrova

Studnet Member-at-Large: Kevin Ramos Lopez 

Industrial Member-at-Large: Casey Elkins 

Program Chair: Feng Jiang

Vice Program Chair: Jeffrey Youngblood

Awards Chair: Falk Liebner

Membership Chair: Glenn Larkin

Events Chair: Silvia Vignolini (outgoing) / Diego 
Gomez-maldonano (incoming)

Publicity Chair: Koon-Yang Lee
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2025 KINGFA Young Investigator Award
The 2025 KINGFA Young Investigator Award goes to Dr Tian Li, Associate 
Professor at the School of Mechanical Engineering, Purdue University. 
She obtained her PhD from the University of Maryland and stayed on as 
a postdoctoral researcher at the same university prior to joining Purdue 
University as a faculty member. Her research focuses on advancing 
nanoscience inspired by nature’s sophisticated designs and exploring scalable 
applications to facilitate rapid technology deployment. At Purdue University, 
she also established the Redesigning Natural Materials for Energy, Water, 
Environment and Devices (ReNEWED) program that focuses on developing 
a “toolbox” of natural materials that are both fascinating at the nanoscale and 
impactful as sustainable engineering solutions.

Dr Li is also the recipient of numerous awards, including the Kavli Fellowship (2024), the Packard Fellowship 
for Science and Engineering (2022), the Violet B Haas Fellowship (2022) and the Sony Research Innovation 
Award (2022).

2025 CELL Division Fellow
The ACS Cellulose and Renewable Materials (CELL) Division Fellow Award was established in 1983 to 
recognize the dedication, leadership, and enthusiastic service of Division members that has kept the CELL 
Division moving forward. The award is given annually and is sponsored by the Cellulose and Renewable 
Materials Division of the American Chemical Society.

Congratulations to Maria Soledad Peresin and Scott Renneckar on being named 
ACS CELL Division Fellows. Their sustained service and leadership in cellulose 
and renewable materials make this honour richly deserved.

Sole had previously served as our Division’s Events 
Chair and played a key role in growing and diversifying 
our social programming, especially the Division’s 
Awards banquet. She is now an a Councillor for 
the Division. Scott was a previous CELL Division 
Chair, where he provided steady leadership during 
a challenging period and helped to maintain strong, 
forward-looking programming for the community.

To quote a statement from her appraiser and evaluator:

“[She] has made several pioneering, first-time discoveries that have sparked new directions in the research 
and development of cellulose, wood, and mycelium, interfacing these renewable materials with broader 
areas of physical science. Her contributions reflect exceptional creativity, rigor, and vision—qualities that 
continue to define her independent career. I am confident that she will remain at the forefront of research and 
leadership in cellulose, wood, and renewable materials for years to come.”

Congratulations to her!
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2025 American Chemical Society Fellow
This year, 36 members of the American Chemical Society (ACS) are honoured for their contributions 
to science. Please join me in congratulating two esteemed members of our division: Dr. Steve Eichhorn, 
Professor of Materials Science and Engineering at the University of Bristol, and Dr. Liangbing Hu, Carol 
and Douglas Melamed Professor of Electrical and Computer Engineering and Materials Science at Yale 
University. Both have been elected as Fellows of the ACS this year.

This prestigious recognition is a testament to their outstanding contributions to the field, and we are proud 
to count them among our colleagues. The ACS Fellowship recognizes members for their outstanding 
achievements in and contributions to the chemical sciences, the profession, and the broader scientific 
community. Their selection as ACS Fellows is a testament to their dedication, leadership, and impact within 
our field.They will be celebrated at a ceremony held during ACS Fall 2025 in Washington, DC.

Dr Eichhorn is internationally recognized for his extensive research 
on the structure-property relationships of cellulose and renewable 
materials, particularly the use of Raman spectroscopy in natural fiber 
composites and biomimetic materials. His pioneering studies have 
revealed fundamental properties of cellulose nanocrystals, including 
their high modulus, and have advanced the application of cellulose 
in energy storage technologies such as supercapacitors and batteries. 
He has authored highly cited review articles that have shaped the 
understanding of cellulose fibers and composites, and his research 
extends to work on functional, sustainable materials and synthetic 
biostructures.

Dr Hu is also an internationally recognized researcher for his 
pioneering contributions to materials science and engineering, 
particularly in the development of advanced wood-based 
nanotechnologies and sustainable materials. His groundbreaking 
work on nanoscale cell-wall engineering has drastically transformed 
the physical properties of wood, enabling the creation of materials 
with exceptional strength, transparency, and even electrical 
conductivity—innovations that have profound implications for 
sustainability and energy applications.
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2026 Roy L. Whistler International Award in 
Carbohydrate Chemistry 
In 1984, the International Carbohydrate Organization established a US$10,000 award in honour of Professor 
Roy L Whistler, to recognize scientists ‘who have made contributions of excellence in carbohydrate chemistry 
and biochemistry and with promise of continuing significant contributions’. This award is presented following 
the Opening Ceremony of an International Carbohydrate Symposium. The 
2026 Roy L. Whistler International Award in Carbohydrate Chemistry is 
awarded to Prof. Todd Lowary,  Institute of Biological Chemistry, Academia 
Sinica, Taiwan. Prof. Todd Lowary receives this award for his groundbreaking 
contributions to the development of tools to understand the role of glycans 
in bacterial disease, in particular those caused by mycobacteria, including 
tuberculosis. Lowary’s many seminal contributions span the whole gamut of 
carbohydrate chemistry from synthesis to NMR and computational work, 
and to biology, including the synthesis and functional elucidation of the very 
complex bacterial surface glycans.

Anna’s research focussed on various aspects of mechanisms and structures related 
to cellulose chemistry, in particular the chirality of cellulose-based materials. 
Her award-winning publication is titled “Elution revolution: Reversing chiral 
recognition by swapping D- for L-cellulose”. She invested chiral interactions using 
synthetic L-cellulose, the enantiomer of natural D-cellulose. Her research reveals 
how molecular chirality governs supramolecular interactions, addressing an 
essential property of natural polysaccharides. This fundamental study offers new 
insights into chiral recognition by biopolymers and advances our understanding 
of enantioselective interactions in biomolecular systems.

Xia Sun’s research focuses on converting biomass, particularly cellulose, into 
functional three-dimensional structures, including hydrogels, ion conductors, 
films, and adhesives. His award-winning publication “A biomimetic salting out—
alignment—locking tactic (SALT) to design strong and tough hydrogel”, showed 
that SALT strategy dramatically enhance the mechanical performance of gelatin-
based hydrogels. The resulting hydrogels achieve record tensile strength (~10 
MPa) and toughness (~14 MJ/m³), approaching the properties of natural tendons. 
The SALT approach is broadly applicable to other polymer systems, providing a 
versatile platform for engineering robust bio-based hydrogels.

Congratulations to both of them!

2026 Graduate Student Award
As usual, we have an amazingly talented pool of 20 candidates for the 2026 CELL Division Graduate Student 
Award and the selection was tough. After long deliberation and discussion among our judges, they have 
narrowed down two candidates from the pool. The first place goes to Anna Lehrhofer from BOKU University 
(University of Natural Resources and Life Sciences) and the runner-up goes to Xia Sun from University of 
British Columbia.
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Meeting-at-a-glance: Symposia of CELL Division at 
the 2026 ACS Spring National Meeting & Exposition
This year’s Spring ACS National Meeting will be held between 
March 22nd - 26th 2026 in Atlanta, GA, and the CELL 
Division is running 20 symposia, with over 350 oral and 
30 poster presentations. The full schedule of the symposia 
organised by CELL Division can be found on the ACS Spring 
National Meeting & Exposition website.

Anselme Payen AwardAnselme Payen Award
The Anselme Payen 
Award, which includes 
a bronze medal and an 
honorarium of $3,000, 
is given by the CELL 
Division of the ACS to 
honor and encourage 

outstanding professional contributions 
to the science and chemical technology 
of cellulose and its allied products.

KINGFA Young Investigator AwardKINGFA Young Investigator Award

Sponsored 
by Kingfa 
Scientific and 
Technology Co., 
the KINGFA Young Investigator Award 
recognizes outstanding contributions by 
young investigators to the science and 
chemical technology of cellulose and 
renewable materials. This is an annual 
award administered by the ACS CELL 
Division Awards Chair. The winner of 
the Award shall receive an invitation to 
give a presentation in recognition of the 
recipient at the ACS Annual meeting, 
$1,500 cash, a plaque, up to $500 in 
travel expenses and a complimentary 
Division Awards Banquet ticket.

Our Graduate Student awardee, Anna Lehrhofer, will be 
presenting her work on “Elution revolution: Reversing chiral 
recognition by swapping D- for L-cellulose”. This presentation 
will be an online presentation.

•	•	 Graduate student Awardee (digital) - Thursday, March Graduate student Awardee (digital) - Thursday, March 
26th, 12:05PM to 12:30PM (ET), online26th, 12:05PM to 12:30PM (ET), online

Our Graduate Student awardee, Xia Sun, will be presenting 
his work titled “Converting renewable materials into 3D 
functional gels”.

•	•	 Graduate student Awardee - New Horizons in Renewable Graduate student Awardee - New Horizons in Renewable 
Materials - Wednesday, March 25th, 11:20AM to 11:45AM Materials - Wednesday, March 25th, 11:20AM to 11:45AM 
(ET), Room M301 (Marriott Marquis)(ET), Room M301 (Marriott Marquis)

•	•	 Anselme Payen Award Lecture - Tuesday, March 24th, Anselme Payen Award Lecture - Tuesday, March 24th, 
11:05AM to 11:55AM (ET), Room M301 (Marriott 11:05AM to 11:55AM (ET), Room M301 (Marriott 
Marquis)Marquis)

Liangbing’s Anselme Payen Award lecture is titled “Wood 
nano science and nanotechnologies”.

•	•	 KINGFA Young Investigator Award Lecture  - Wednesday, KINGFA Young Investigator Award Lecture  - Wednesday, 
March 25th, 4:55PM to 5:45PM (ET), Room M301 March 25th, 4:55PM to 5:45PM (ET), Room M301 
(Marriott Marquis)(Marriott Marquis)

Tian Li, our KINGFA Young Investigaor Awardee this year, 
will be delivering her lecture titled “Nanotechnology grown 
on trees”.

•	•	 CELL Division Open meeting - Tuesday, March 24th CELL Division Open meeting - Tuesday, March 24th 
12:00PM to 2:00PM (ET), Room M303 (Marriott 12:00PM to 2:00PM (ET), Room M303 (Marriott 
Marquis)Marquis)

Come along to find out what the CELL Division can do for 
you!

Come over and hear how young undergraduates are chaging 
the world of cellulose and renewable materials!

•	•	 CELL Undergraduate Symposium - Monday, March 23rd, CELL Undergraduate Symposium - Monday, March 23rd, 
2:00PM to 5:40PM (ET), Room M301 (Marriott Marquis)2:00PM to 5:40PM (ET), Room M301 (Marriott Marquis)


