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Fall 2026 Edition 

The Fibril Angle
The Newsletter of the Cellulose and Renewable Materials 
Division

Whether you are an early-career researcher looking to expand your professional network, an established 
scientist wanting to give back to the community, or somewhere in between, there are many ways to get 
involved. From helping organise scientific programming and supporting student initiatives to contributing to 
communications, awards or outreach activities, there is a role to match every interest and level of experience. 
Volunteering is also an excellent way to build leadership skills, develop lasting collaborations and help shape 
the future direction of the Division.

To apply, please submit your application using the following link before September 15th, 2026. Note that 
to qualify, nominees must be Members of the ACS CELL Division, be supported by a Nominator, and be 
seconded by a current CELL member.

We start with a bang in this newsletter. CELL Needs You – Help CELL Needs You – Help 
Shape the Future of Our DivisionShape the Future of Our Division. The CELL Division has always 
been run by its members. Every symposium, award, newsletter 
article and networking opportunity exists because volunteers 
like yourselves are willing to contribute your time, expertise, and 
enthusiasm. As our community continues to grow, so does the 
need for fresh ideas and new voices.

Chair: Tatiana Budtova

Chair-Elect: Michael Bortner

Immediate Past Chair: Wim Thielemans

Secretary: Nathalie Lavoine

Treasurer: World Nieh

Councilors: Sheila Murphy, Soledad Peresin & 
Kevin Edgar

Alternate Councilors: Lucian Lucia, Maren Roman 
& Lokendra Pal

Members-at-Large: Amir Sheikhi, Megan Roberts 
& Joice Kaschuk 

2026 CELL Division Officials
Post-doctoral Member-at-Large: Stella Petrova

Studnet Member-at-Large: Kevin Ramos Lopez 

Industrial Member-at-Large: Casey Elkins 

Program Chair: Feng Jiang

Vice Program Chair: Jeffrey Youngblood

Awards Chair: Falk Liebner

Membership Chair: Glenn Larkin

Events Chair: Diego Gomez-maldonano 

Publicity Chair: Koon-Yang Lee

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScQca-uWxuO67LGETkpekMOzvR2FzjPpS3jxVIc41awzS0grQ/viewform?pli=1
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Celebrations!
We continue our newsletter with exciting news! Dr Antje Potthast, Full 
Professor at the Institute of Chemistry of Renewable Resources at the 
Department of Natural Sciences and Sustainable Resources of BOKU 
University in Vienna, Austria is the recipient of the 2026 Anselme Payen 2026 Anselme Payen 
award!award! She is the Deputy Director of the Institute, serves as the Scientific 
Head of the BOKU Core Facility “Analysis of Lignocellulosics” (ALICE) 
and is the Speaker of the Doctoral School “Advanced Biorefineries: 
Chemistry & Materials” (ABC&M) at BOKU University.

Dr. Potthast’s work in understanding the fundamental chemistry of cellulose and lignin has advanced the 
body of knowledge in biomaterials science. Her contributions to the study of the chemical structure of 
cellulose and lignin have addressed significant gaps in the literature, particularly in understanding molecular 
weight-related issues in analysis and application, how manipulations of these biopolymers for different 
applications can be followed analytically. This includes the development of new methods for analyzing 
oxidative damage in more depth – by profiling of oxidized groups relative to molecular weight distributions, 
models for cellulose fiber functionalization and a better grasp of how lignin’s complex chemistry can be 
tailored for specific uses. Notably, Dr. Potthast has always put an emphasis on the development of analytical 
tools to unequivocally analyze both the original substrate and the wide portfolio of products covered by her 
research.

Dr. Potthast heads the Biopolymer and Paper Analysis research group that specialises in addressing 
analytical questions and developing analytical methodology related to lignocelluloses, especially cellulose, 
hemicelluloses, lignin, and to a smaller extent extractives. This includes the application of established 
methodology to investigate different types and tasks of polymers and new biomaterials as well as the 
design new analytical approaches. A special focus is on modern cellulose and lignin analysis and its further 
development and application to current research in the field of lignocelluloses, with an emphasis on advanced 
size exclusion chromatography. One important application field is conservational science of cellulosic objects 
with regard to preservation of valuable cultural heritage.

Our long-time Division member and Councillor, Kevin Edgar, Full 
professor in the Department of Sustainable Biomaterials and associate 
dean of the Graduate School at Virginia Tech, has been elected as AAAS elected as AAAS 
FellowFellow for his contribution “…to the chemistry and engineering of 
polysaccharides, advancing our fundamental understanding and innovative 
applications in biomaterials, drug delivery, and sustainable polymers, and 
for leadership in the profession.”

The American Association for the Advancement of Science (AAAS) Fellow 
is elected by the AAAS Council for lifetime honor due to their scientifically 
or socially distinguished efforts to advance science or its applications. Prior 
to receiving this prestigious designation, Kevin become an ACS Fellow in 

2009 and ACS CELL Division Fellow in 2010. He then received the Anselme Payen Award in 2016. It goes 
without saying that Kevin has made a significant impact scientifically and professionally!

Congratulations to both of them!



What does CELL Division provide its Members?
•	 An avenue to present your research and network with possible collaborators. CELL organizes and 

sponsors programming at ACS National Meetings and Exposition, including special symposia, award 
symposia, and poster sessions. On occasion, we participate in joint symposia with other divisions, 
including recent and popular joint symposia with CARB, POLY, PMSE. Please continue to submit 
abstracts for ACS CELL programming!

•	 Organize and sponsor symposia at international meetings dedicated to cellulose and renewable materials, 
such as the International Cellulose Conference (ICC) in Japan, International Carbohydrate Symposia, 
EPNOE (European Polysaccharide Network of Excellence);

•	 Support other ACS symposia relevant to cellulose chemistry and materials glycoscience, including those 
(co-)organized with the ACS Division of Professional Relations and symposia in ACS Regional Meetings;

•	 Provide opportunities for early career researchers, and undergraduate chemists, for example, travel 
awards and poster awards;

•	 Organize and support award programs, including the Anselme Payen Award, the KINGFA award, the 
Division Fellow Award, Graduate Student Award, Poster Awards, Student Travel Award.
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The ACS Spring 2026 Meeting in Atlanta showcased outstanding science from students across the cellulose 
and renewable materials community. While the meeting may be behind us, it is never too late to celebrate 
excellence. Congratulations to our student poster award recipients for their exceptional research and 
presentations.

May we present to you the ACS Spring 2026 meeting CELL Division Gradaute Student Poster Awardees
•	•	 First PrizeFirst Prize Xin Shu, University of British Columbia
•	•	 Second PrizeSecond Prize Obiora Muojama, University of Alabama
•	•	 Third PrizeThird Prize Suzy Ruano, University of Grenoble Alps
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Meeting-at-a-glance: Symposia of CELL Division at 
the 2026 ACS Fall National Meeting & Exposition
This year’s Fall ACS National Meeting will be held between 
August 23rd - 27th, 2026 in Chicago, IL, and the CELL 
Division is running 6 symposia, with over 100 oral and 
60 poster presentations. The full schedule of the symposia 
organised by CELL Division can be found on the ACS Spring 
National Meeting & Exposition website.

Anselme Payen AwardAnselme Payen Award
The Anselme Payen 
Award, which includes 
a bronze medal and an 
honorarium of $3,000, 
is given by the CELL 
Division of the ACS to 
honor and encourage 

outstanding professional contributions 
to the science and chemical technology 
of cellulose and its allied products.

KINGFA Young Investigator AwardKINGFA Young Investigator Award

Sponsored 
by Kingfa 
Scientific and 
Technology Co., 
the KINGFA Young Investigator Award 
recognizes outstanding contributions by 
young investigators to the science and 
chemical technology of cellulose and 
renewable materials. This is an annual 
award administered by the ACS CELL 
Division Awards Chair. The winner of 
the Award shall receive an invitation to 
give a presentation in recognition of the 
recipient at the ACS Annual meeting, 
$1,500 cash, a plaque, up to $500 in 
travel expenses and a complimentary 
Division Awards Banquet ticket.

•	•	 Virtual Graduate Students Symposium in Asia-Pacific Virtual Graduate Students Symposium in Asia-Pacific 
Region on Cellulose and Renewable Materials - Digital, Region on Cellulose and Renewable Materials - Digital, 
August 27th and August 28th, 2026August 27th and August 28th, 2026

Come and learn about the responsibility and ethics!

•	•	 Responsibilities of Being a Chemist - Room W193b Responsibilities of Being a Chemist - Room W193b 
(McCormick Place Convention Center), August 24th and (McCormick Place Convention Center), August 24th and 
August 27th, 2026August 27th, 2026

•	•	 Transformative Natural Polymers of 21st Century - Room Transformative Natural Polymers of 21st Century - Room 
W187a (McCormick Place Convention Center), August W187a (McCormick Place Convention Center), August 
24th, Augist 25th and August 26, 202624th, Augist 25th and August 26, 2026

This symposium will delve into the latest breakthroughs in 
natural polymer research, emphasizing AI-driven molecular 
design to enhance material performance and develop 
sustainable end-of-life solutions. 

•	•	 CELL Sci-Mix - Room Hall F2 - POSTERS (McCormick CELL Sci-Mix - Room Hall F2 - POSTERS (McCormick 
Place Convention Center), August 24th, 2026Place Convention Center), August 24th, 2026

•	•	 150 Years of Biopolymer Chemistry Toward a Sustainable 150 Years of Biopolymer Chemistry Toward a Sustainable 
Future - Room W196c (McCormick Place Convention Future - Room W196c (McCormick Place Convention 
Center), August 26th and August 27th, 2026Center), August 26th and August 27th, 2026

Revisiting bio-based products chemistry and integrate it with 
advances in nanotechnology, processing, and characterization 
to create a new generation of sustainable bioproducts that can 
reinvigorate the bioeconomy.

The symposium is devoted to the most recent emerging 
technologies that tackle climate change and other 
global sustainability challenges by reducing mankind’s 
environmental impact on our planet.

•	•	 Advances in Renewable Materials for a Circular Economy Advances in Renewable Materials for a Circular Economy 
- Room S503b (McCormick Place Convention Center), - Room S503b (McCormick Place Convention Center), 
August 24th and August 25th, 2026August 24th and August 25th, 2026

https://www.acs.org/events/fall.html

