
1

Fall 2025 Edition 

The Fibril Angle
The Newsletter of the Cellulose and Renewable Materials 
Division

2025 ACS Fellow

Both have been elected as Fellows of the American Chemical Society this year. This prestigious recognition 
is a testament to their outstanding contributions to the field, and we are proud to count them among our 
colleagues. The ACS Fellowship recognizes members for their outstanding achievements in and contributions 
to the chemical sciences, the profession, and the broader scientific community. Their selection as ACS 
Fellows is a testament to their dedication, leadership, and impact within our field. 

They will receive their awards in the 2025 ACS Fall meeting in Washington, DC. Congratulations to both of 
them!

We are thrilled to begin this newsletter with a highlight—some wonderful news and progress from our 
esteemed division members! Please join us in congratulating Dr. Steve Eichhorn, Professor of Materials 
Science and Engineering at the University of Bristol, and Dr. Liangbing Hu, Carol and Douglas Melamed 
Professor of Electrical and Computer Engineering and Materials Science at Yale University.
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2025 Anselme Payen Award
We continue our award theme. The 2025 Anselme Payen award goes to 
Dr Liangbing Hu, Carol and Douglas Melamed Professor of Electrical & 
Computer Engineering & Materials Science at Yale University. He is the 
founding director of Center for Materials Innovation at Yale University. 
He was also a prior KINGFA Young Investigator recipient in 2017. At 
a relatively young age of 43, Dr Hu has achieved significant research 
impact. To date, he has accumulated a total of >120,000 citations, ~ 500 
peer-reviewed papers with an h index of 178, which are probably among 
the highest in the cellulose and related research community. His research 
is constantly featured in high visibility journals including Science and 
Nature.

To quote a statement from his appraiser:

“...Dr Hu has the unique capability to design novel structures based on his deep understanding of the 
fundamental science, and then comes up with simple engineering approaches in cellulose engineering, which 
very often lead to properties far better than what people have done before. This is particularly important 
when the field is pushing toward the emerging use of wood and cellulose for advanced products, which will 
drive the need and use of wood to address global sustainability challenges.”

In the past 10 years, Dr Hu has made seminal and significant contributions to the fundamental 
understanding of cellulose/wood mechanics and devised disruptive processing approaches to achieve 
record-high mechanical performances of these engineered structures. He is also an entrepreneur. He is the 
leading inventor of Super Wood (patent issued in a few countries already). He founded a startup company, 
InventWood Inc., to commercialize Super Wood and other advanced wood technologies invented in his 
group. Inventwood recently receive a $20M grant from DOE to manufacture and commercialize Super Wood 
products. 

2025 KINGFA Young Investigator Award
The 2025 KINGFA Young Investigator Award goes to Dr Tian Li, Associate 
Professor at the School of Mechanical Engineering, Purdue University. 
She obtained her PhD from the University of Maryland and stayed on as 
a postdoctoral researcher at the same university prior to joining Purdue 
University as a faculty member. Her research focuses on advancing 
nanoscience inspired by nature’s sophisticated designs and exploring scalable 
applications to facilitate rapid technology deployment. At Purdue University, 
she also established the Redesigning Natural Materials for Energy, Water, 
Environment and Devices (ReNEWED) program that focuses on developing 
a “toolbox” of natural materials that are both fascinating at the nanoscale and 
impactful as sustainable engineering solutions. 

Congratulations to Dr Hu! He will be presented with a Anselme Payen Award medal at the 2026 Cellulose 
and Renewable Materials Awards Banquet in Atlanta, GA.
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What does CELL Division provide its Members?
•	 An avenue to present your research and network with possible collaborators. CELL organizes and 

sponsors programming at ACS National Meetings and Exposition, including special symposia, award 
symposia, and poster sessions. On occasion, we participate in joint symposia with other divisions, 
including recent and popular joint symposia with CARB, POLY, PMSE. Please continue to submit 
abstracts for ACS CELL programming!

•	 Organize and sponsor symposia at international meetings dedicated to cellulose and renewable materials, 
such as the International Cellulose Conference (ICC) in Japan, International Carbohydrate Symposia, 
EPNOE (European Polysaccharide Network of Excellence);

•	 Support other ACS symposia relevant to cellulose chemistry and materials glycoscience, including those 
(co-)organized with the ACS Division of Professional Relations and symposia in ACS Regional Meetings;

•	 Provide opportunities for early career researchers, and undergraduate chemists, for example, travel 
awards and poster awards;

•	 Organize and support award programs, including the Anselme Payen Award, the KINGFA award, the 
Division Fellow Award, Graduate Student Award, Poster Awards, Student Travel Award.
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To quote a statement from her appraiser and evaluator:

“[She] has made several pioneering, first-time discoveries that have sparked new directions in the research 
and development of cellulose, wood, and mycelium, interfacing these renewable materials with broader 
areas of physical science. Her contributions reflect exceptional creativity, rigor, and vision—qualities that 
continue to define her independent career. I am confident that she will remain at the forefront of research and 
leadership in cellulose, wood, and renewable materials for years to come.”

Dr Li is also the recipient of numerous awards, including the Kavli Fellowship (2024), the Packard Fellowship 
for Science and Engineering (2022), the Violet B Haas Fellowship (2022) and the Sony Research Innovation 
Award (2022). She will be presented with the KINGFA Young Investigator Award at the 2026 ACS Spring 
meeting in Atlanta.
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Meeting-at-a-glance: Symposia of CELL Division at 
the 2025 ACS Fall National Meeting & Exposition
This year’s Spring ACS National Meeting will be held between 
August 17th - 21st 2025 in Washington, DC, and the CELL 
Division is running 10 symposia, with over 120 oral and 
35 poster presentations. The full schedule of the symposia 
organised by CELL Division can be found on the ACS Spring 
National Meeting & Exposition website.

Anselme Payen AwardAnselme Payen Award
The Anselme Payen 
Award, which includes 
a bronze medal and an 
honorarium of $3,000, 
is given by the CELL 
Division of the ACS to 
honor and encourage 

outstanding professional contributions 
to the science and chemical technology 
of cellulose and its allied products.

KINGFA Young Investigator AwardKINGFA Young Investigator Award

Sponsored 
by Kingfa 
Scientific and 
Technology Co., 
the KINGFA Young Investigator Award 
recognizes outstanding contributions by 
young investigators to the science and 
chemical technology of cellulose and 
renewable materials. This is an annual 
award administered by the ACS CELL 
Division Awards Chair. The winner of 
the Award shall receive an invitation to 
give a presentation in recognition of the 
recipient at the ACS Annual meeting, 
$1,500 cash, a plaque, up to $500 in 
travel expenses and a complimentary 
Division Awards Banquet ticket.

•	•	 Virtual Graduate Students Symposium in Asia-Pacific Virtual Graduate Students Symposium in Asia-Pacific 
Region on Cellulose & Renewable Materials - August 21st, Region on Cellulose & Renewable Materials - August 21st, 
8:00PM to 11:41PM8:00PM to 11:41PM

This symposium targets to bring together a diverse group 
of presenters from industries actively engaged in advancing 
renewable materials. 

•	•	 Industrial Renewable Materials Symposium - August 18th, Industrial Renewable Materials Symposium - August 18th, 
2:00PM to 5:45PM2:00PM to 5:45PM

•	•	 Biopolymer Entrepreneurship - August 19th, 8:00AM to Biopolymer Entrepreneurship - August 19th, 8:00AM to 
11:35AM11:35AM

The symposium seeks research and developments that 
advance the journey of biopolymer innovations from lab-
scale to market. Hear from startup founders in every stage of 
the process, along with angel investors, university technology 
transfer officers, and regulatory professionals to hear about 
lessons learned, potential roadblocks, and surprises in scale-
up in every direction. 

•	•	 General Poster - August 19th, 6:00PM to 8:00PMGeneral Poster - August 19th, 6:00PM to 8:00PM

•	•	 Precision Editing of Biomolecule - August 19th, 8:00AM Precision Editing of Biomolecule - August 19th, 8:00AM 
to 6PMto 6PM

This symposium, sponsored jointly by the CARB, BIOL, 
ANYL, and CELL divisions and the Glycoscience Convergent 
Chemistry Community, focuses on novel tools, methods, and 
processes for precise structural modifications of carbohydrate-
containing biomolecules, and analysis of their structures. 

The symposium, Advances in Renewable Materials for a 
Circular Economy, focuses on cutting-edge innovations in the 
field of renewable materials that address climate change and 
reduce environmental impact.

•	•	 Advances in Renewable Materials for a Circular Economy Advances in Renewable Materials for a Circular Economy 
- August 18th, 8:00AM to 11:30AM and 2:00PM to - August 18th, 8:00AM to 11:30AM and 2:00PM to 
5:50PM, Tuesday 19th, 8:00AM to 11:50AM and 3:00PM 5:50PM, Tuesday 19th, 8:00AM to 11:50AM and 3:00PM 
to 6:50PMto 6:50PM


