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Letter from the Chair, Alfred French  

This will be my last letter as Chair.  It has been an honor as well as a 
busy time. My last big initiative is local arrangements for the Anselme 
Payen Award Banquet set up to honor Professor Dr. Hans Peter Fink 
next spring at the New Orleans meeting.  We are looking forward to 
another fantastic event. And I look forward to welcoming all who are 
able to come to New Orleans for that meeting. I note that the French 
Quarter Festival will begin right after the ACS meeting is over. 
 

Having just returned from an exciting International Carbohydrate 
Symposium (ICS) in Madrid, this column is on interactions with some 
international organizations. These organizations increase our 

exposure   and interactions with even more diverse groups of scientists. 
 

CELL has official involvement with the ICS. The ICS are under the auspices of the International 
Carbohydrate Organization (ICO), which is chartered by the International Union of Pure and 
Applied Chemistry. The ACS has delegated interaction with the ICO to the Division of 
Carbohydrate Chemistry (CARB) and to CELL. The ICS began in France in 1960 (my father was at 
the first one) and representatives from CELL and CARB are part of the U.S. Advisory Committee 
for International Carbohydrate Symposia. Long-time CARB and CELL member, Prof.  James N. 
BeMIller of Purdue has been the permanent member of the USACICS, and I have been the CELL 
delegate for nearly 30 years. The USACICS functions every couple of years to provide funding 
for the Roy L Whistler International Award in Carbohydrate Chemistry, the biggest prize 
($20,000 this year) in carbohydrate (including cellulose!) chemistry, and this year funded six 
grad students and postdocs to attend the Madrid meeting. The next big function for the 
USACICS will be the New Orleans meeting in July in 2016 (the 2014 meeting will be in 
Bangalore, India.) Perhaps CELL will meet as a part of the ICS in New Orleans, along with CARB. 
If you  would like to be involved, let me know. CELL will need a new delegate to the USACICS 
because there is a need for continuity, and the next ICS will not be in the USA until after 2030. 
 

Another organization involved with CELL is the European Polysaccharide Network of Excellence. 
Readers may be familiar with them, as they have co-sponsored symposia with us at our ACS 
National Meetings over the past few years. Chaired by Dr. Patrick Navard from France, the Vice 
President in charge of Education is Prof. Pedro Fardim from Finland, who also is a Member-at-
Large of CELL’s Executive Committee. We are coorganizing the 3rd EPNOE International 
Polysaccharide Conference to be held in Nice, France, on September 23-26, 2013. The topic of 
the conference is "Polysaccharides and polysaccharide-derived products, from basic science to 
applications". The conference will take place in the newly restored Acropolis Congress Hall of 
Nice situated a few hundred meters from the Mediterranean Sea. The organizing committee is 
suggesting you to plan your stay well in advance, in particular for booking your flight and 
accommodation. Important dates: 01 January 2013: Opening of abstract submission; 15 April 
2013: Deadline for submitting abstracts; 30 June 2013: Deadline for early registration. 
 

More information at http://epnoe2013.sciencesconf.org/ 
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Letter from the Chair-Elect, Lucian Lucia 
 
 
Our relatively small CELL Division is increasing its stature among its 
ACS brethren on a daily basis.  It ranks as one of the fastest growing 
of our ACS divisions with some of the most well attended symposia 
over the last few years.  These facts are neither unwarranted nor 
surprising given the outstanding attention we are witnessing at all 
levels to renewable materials, both in the energy and materials 
domains.  This attention has served as the impetus for us to be 
active on a number of fronts including the civic, governmental, 
industrial, and academic and our work has not gone unnoticed.  In 
fact, given our continuing ascendancy in activity within the ACS 
pantheon of Divisions, we have reinstated Fall meetings with a 
focus of providing more industrially-relevant value to our members 
and the community at large.  We have been therefore making a concerted effort to 
demonstrate similar value in a number of other ways that have included working with 
SERMACS, the Girl Scouts of America, EPNOE (European Polysaccharide Network of Excellence), 
and the Southeastern Sun Grant Center (based at the University of Tennessee, Institute of 
Agriculture).  Because of our work with SERMACS, we recently were notified that we are a 
Finalist for a ChemLuminary Award that recognizes “outstanding collaboration between a Local 
Section and a Division.” It is an honor to be in the running for such an award!  The 
ChemLuminarys are awards that recognize the dedicated and unceasing efforts of local 
sections, regional meetings, and divisions to promote chemistry and the chemical sciences in 
local areas on an annual basis.  Such an award comes at the heels of our highly successful 
symposium with one of the largest local sections dealing with the important concepts of 
bioenergy and biomass research & education.  Our symposium led to an invitation from ACS to 
edit a textbook on the proceedings of the symposium.  We were proud of the participation of 
both groups toward making it well received.  All in all, I am proud to not only be affiliated with 
CELL, but to know that it is continuously striving to bring value to its members through all it 
does.  I look forward to its future! 
 
 
The 14th Annual ChemLuminary Awards celebration will be held during the ACS National 
Meeting in Philadelphia, PA, on August 21, 2012. The ceremony gives members a great 
opportunity to recognize local sections, regional meetings, and divisions that receive accolades 
for their tireless efforts and work in promoting chemistry and the chemical sciences in local 
areas during 2011. 
 
Prior to the awards presentation, a poster session will be held for members to view. The 
posters will be presented by finalists of each ChemLuminary award that reflects their 
outstanding activities being recognized. 
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Letter from the Treasurer, John Simonsen 
 
 

The Cellulose and Renewable Materials Division, ACS, is financially 

healthy. The Division is a not-for-profit organization funded through 

members' dues, ACS allocations, royalties from publications (such as 

ACS symposium series) and importantly through 

donations. The  Division also maintains endowed funds to support the 

Graduate Student and Anselm  Payen Awards. As finances allow, 

the Division also funds travel grants for students to attend 

conferences and donates to other organizations to support joint 

conferences and symposia. The major expense of the Division is the Anselm Payen Award 

Banquet, traditionally held on Tuesday night of the ACS spring meeting. Ticket prices to the 

banquet are heavily subsidized by the Division and thus represent a good value for food and 

festivities. The Division's net assets increased this last year, largely due to an increase in 

membership and also due to the excellent generosity of our supporters, sponsors and donors, 

to whom we are deeply grateful. 

 

Letter from the Secretary, Noureddine Abidi 
 
 

It is of great pleasure to be associated with a productive ACS division 

such as Cellulose and Renewable Materials Division. As part of my 

duties as Secretary I prepare a report of the Division’s annual 

business. Our “report card” shows excellent progress.  As our 

membership chair details in her letter, the number of CELL members 

have significantly risen in the last 5 years. We have revised and 

certified our Bylaws. As a secretary of the Division, I have attended 

the ACS Leadership Institute.  The courses thought are of great help 

not only to excel in our volunteer service to ACS but also to excel in 

our daily work.  I would encourage everyone to attend these great 

courses.  Our Executive committee has great people who are committed to provide excellent 

service to the CELL division. As the interest in the renewable materials is increasing worldwide, 

we look forward for a bright future for our CELL division. 
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Letter from the Membership Chair, Maren Roman 

In light of the rising environmental awareness, energy and material 

sustainability is becoming an increasingly important issue. This relatively 

recent development is reflected in the growing membership of the 

division. With currently 1630 members (as of 6/30/2012), the division is 

at an all time high with respect to its number of members. The division’s 

membership has steadily risen since 2004 and more than doubled from a 

temporary low of 710 (see chart). Members of the division enjoy several 

benefits, including eligibility for the division’s award programs, email 

notifications about division events, access to member-restricted 

information on the division’s Website, and authorization to post announcement and job 

openings on the online forums. 

One of my main responsibilities as membership chair is to grow the division’s membership. This 

entails both attracting new members to the division as well as increasing member retention. 

One of the initiatives that I have instigated is the wearing of nametag ribbons by division 

officers during division events. The purpose of these ribbons is to facilitate communication 

between current and prospective members and division officers. Division officers can provide 

information about the ongoing and future events as well as the process of becoming a division 

member. As an incentive for prospective members to join the division, new members are 

exempt from division dues until they renew their ACS membership. Membership for graduate 

and undergraduate students is free. 

If you have an idea for 

a new member benefit 

or a membership 

enhancing initiative 

that the executive 

committee should 

consider, I’d like to 

hear from you. Please 

send me an email with 

your idea at 

cellmembership@gmail

.com. 
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Letter from the Program Chair Sheila Murphy and Program Chair Designate Tom Elder 

We are only weeks away from the Fall 2012 National Meeting and once 
again we have to thank the hard work of our symposium organizers for 
providing an excellent program for the week.  As usual our program is 
available to CELL members and can be found on the CELL website 
(http://cell.sites.acs.org/) under the Program tab and Abstract 
Separates link. 
 
The Fall meeting provides an excellent opportunity to embrace our 
division name as Cellulose and Renewable Materials with a focus on 
renewable materials in all its forms.  We welcome ideas, suggestions 

and offers of help to develop our FALL program as a go-to program for scientific excellence in 
the area of Renewable Materials.  
 
Fall ACS National Meeting, Philadelphia PA, August 19 – 23, 2012 
(http://cell.sites.acs.org/fallprogram.htm) 
Program Chairs:  Tom Elder (telder@fs.fed.us) and Sheila Murphy (smurphy@ashland.com) 
 
The theme for the ACS program is “Materials for Health and Medicine” and, in fitting with the 
ACS theme, the CELL program revolves around Renewable Biopolymers for sustainable healthy 
living.  I would like to thank Ashland Inc. and DowWolff Cellulosics for their generous 
contributions to this.  This symposium was designed to examine the challenges and 
opportunities we face in our desire to replace oil-derived polymers with sustainable, renewable 
materials.  The program includes topics that touch on green chemistries for the processing of 
materials, nutrition and pharmaceutical advances in foods, prebiotics, probiotics, controlled 
drug release and chronic disease prevention as well as the processing of smart and/or 
functional materials. 
 
 
Spring ACS National Meeting, New Orleans LA, April 7 – 11, 2013 
Program Chair:  (telder@fs.fed.us)  
 
Even before we have completed the Fall program it is time to turn our attention to Spring 2013.  
The ACS theme for this program is the “Chemistry of Energy and Food” for which we have 
symposia on lignocellulosic biorefineries, energy storage in electroactive polymers and the 
chemistry of food.  We celebrate our Anselen Payen Awardee, Professor Hans-Peter Fink in a 
symposium that takes us from cellulose raw materials to novel products.  We also 
commemorate 100 years of cellulose fiber diffraction with a symposium that will focus on this, 
and emerging complementary analytical techniques.  Our collaboration with the European 
Polysaccharide Network of Excellence (EPNOE) continues and we will hold the first international 
symposium on bacterial nanocellulose.  Along with symposia on composites, building blocks for 
coating materials and cellulose wall deconstruction our diverse Spring meeting promises to 
provide attendees with many exciting choices.  

http://cell.sites.acs.org/
mailto:telder@fs.fed.us
mailto:telder@fs.fed.us
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244th ACS National Meeting 
Philadelphia, PA. August 19 - 23, 2012 

Program Chair: Sheila Murphy, smurphy@ashland.com and Tom Elder (telder@fs.fed.us) 
 

 Advances and new product platforms from the chemical pulping & bleaching of 
lignocellulosic materials 

o Lucian Lucia 

 Renewable Biopolymers – Carbohydrates for food & nutrition, health & medicine 
o Sheila Murphy, Arland Hotchkiss, Madhav Yadav, John Finley, Lin Shu Liu, Jan 

Cardamone and Jeff Gilman  

 CELL Poster Session 
o Sheila Murphy and Tom Elder 

 
 

245th ACS National Meeting (Spring Program) 
New Orleans, April 7 – 11, 2013 

Program Chair: Tom Elder (telder@fs.fed.us) 

 Anselme Payen Award Symposium: From Cellulose Raw Materials to Novel Products 
o Johannes Ganster, Marie-Pierre Laborite 

 100 Years of Cellulose Fiber Diffraction and the Emergence of Complementary 
Techniques 

o Paul Langan, Al French, William Winter, Yoshiharu Nishiyama 

 Lignocellulosic Biorefinery 
o Badal Saha 

 1st International Symposium on Bacterial NanoCellulose 
o Francisco Miguel Portela Gama (Miguel), Paul Gatenholm, Fernando Octavio 

Queiros Dourado 

 Composites from Natural Resources 
o Doug Gardner, Karl Englund 

 Cell-EPNOE Symposium on the Chemistry of Food 
o John Finley and Timothy Foster  

 Fundamentals and Practice of Cell Wall Deconstruction 
o J.Y. Zhu, Xuejun Pan, Sunkyu Park, Maobing Tu 

 Energy Storage in Electroactive Polymers 
o Lucian Lucia, Scott Renneckar 

 Renewable Building Blocks in Coating Materials 
o Lucian Lucia, Youssef Habibi 

 CELL poster session 
o Tom Elder 

 
Abstracts Accepted:    August 20, 2012 - October 15, 2012 

 

 

mailto:smurphy@ashland.com
mailto:telder@fs.fed.us
mailto:telder@fs.fed.us
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Nominations for CELL Division Awards 
 
 

Nominations for Anselme Payen award sought: submission deadline Dec 1, 2012 

The Anselme Payen Award, which includes a bronze medal and an honorarium of $3,000, is 
given by the Cellulose and Renewable Materials Division, ACS, to honor and encourage 
outstanding professional contributions to the science and chemical technology of cellulose and 
its allied products. 

The Anselme Payen Award is international and all scientists conducting research in the field of 
cellulose are eligible for nomination. Selection of the awardee is based on the application 
package. These are individually ranked by a panel of nine judges who are appointed by the 
current Chair-Elect and are unknown to each other. Three judges rotate off the panel each year. 
The identity of all members is known only to the Chair of the awards committee who compiles 
the results. After the awardee accepts, the Chair of the Awards Committee announces the 
winner at the next Spring ACS meeting. The awardee for that year is honored at the following 
Spring ACS meeting at a Symposium and Banquet. The award bears the year the winner was 
announced. It is presented the following year to allow time for organization of the Symposium 
and Banquet 

Graduate student award: nominations are sought for October 1, 2012 

Every year the Cellulose and Renewable Materials Division of the ACS in collaboration with the 
Eastman Chemical Company recognizes graduate student achievement in its field.  The 
Graduate Student Award for Excellence in Cellulose or Renewable Materials Research consists 
of a check for $2,000, up to $500 for travel expenses, and an individual plaque honoring the 
recipient's accomplishment. The recipient will be invited to attend the following Spring ACS 
National Meeting and deliver an oral presentation describing his or her work. 

All graduate students, members of the division, currently enrolled in a graduate program (at 
the application deadline October 1st) and pursuing research on the chemical nature of 
cellulose, paper, textiles and other renewable materials are eligible. 

CELL Division award: nominations are sought for December1, 2012 
 
The Division Fellow Award recognizes Division members whose dedication, leadership, and 
enthusiastic service has kept the Cellulose and Renewable Materials Division moving forward. 
The Cellulose and Renewable Materials Division Fellow Award consists of an individual plaque 
honoring the recipient’s contributions to the Division. 
 

For more information on the Division Awards visit the CELL Division Awards page or contact 
Marie-Pierre Laborie (fobawi@fobawi.uni-freiburg.de) 

 

http://cell.sites.acs.org/awards.htm
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Highlights from the 2012 Spring ACS National Meeting in San Diego 

Last March, the American Chemical 
Society held its Spring National Meeting 

in San Diego, CA.  For the second year 
in a row, the CELL program included 

over 300 papers which were presented 

over ten separate symposia and a poster 
session.  In addition, CELL co-sponsored 
four events and participated in the very 

popular sci-mix poster session. 

Symposia covered a wide range of 
topics, such as, the development of 
cellulose-based medical materials, 
and fundamental studies that 
discussed computer simulations of 
cellulose structure. The theme of this year’s Anselme Payen Award Symposia, Advanced Materials 

from Cellulose and Renewable Polymers, served to honor the 2011 awardee, Lina Zhang of Wuhan 
University. As is customary, the Payen Award activities culminated with the Award Banquet. 
Unfortunately, Prof. Zhang could not attend this year’s banquet due to recent surgery; 
however, her daughter, Wenzheng Du, accepted the award in her behalf and gave a well 
received speech that celebrated Prof. Zhang’s many achievements. Other Division awards were 

given at the banquet. The Division Fellow award was presented to Steve Kelley (NC State University) 
in recognition of his outstanding contributions to the Division. Kelley has served as officer in a 
number of Division positions, including Awards Chair, Program Chair, Associate Program Chair, 
Division Newsletter Editor and Member-at-Large. He also served as Chair-elect and Chair of the 
CELL Division (2000-2002). Among his many contributions, Kelley’s role in the Division's name 
change, from the Division of Cellulose, Paper and Textiles, to Cellulose and Renewable 
Materials stands out. The Graduate Student Award was given to Daiqiang Xu of Virginia Tech. Xu is 
a student in Prof. Kevin Edgar’s research group and his research interests include the Synthesis 

and characterization of cellulose derivatives for 
controlled drug delivery. The Best Poster Award 
was presented to Chris Lee, a graduate student 
in Dr. Seong Kim’s research lab in Penn State 
University. Chris' research poster covered 
ongoing studies in sum-frequency-generation 
vibrational spectroscopy of crystalline 
cellulose. Past Division officers Margaret Frey 
(past Treasurer) and Scott Renneckar (past 
Membership Chair) were recognized for their 
volunteer work.  Finally, Prof. Hans-Peter Fink, 
Head of the Fraunhofer Institute for Applied 
Polymer Research, was named the 2012 
Anselme Payen Awardee. Fink will be 

Dr. Wenzheng Du accepts the Payen Award in behalf of Lina Zhang  

SStteevvee  KKeelllleeyy  ooff  NNCC  SSttaattee  UUnniivveerrssiittyy  aacccceeppttss  tthhee  CCEELLLL  

DDiivviissiioonn  FFeellllooww  AAwwaarrdd  ffrroomm  MMaarriiee--PPiieerrrree  LLaabboorriiee  



THE FIBRIL ANGLE Fall 2012 

 

10  Cellulose and Renewable Materials Division, ACS 

 

recognized at next year’s the Award Banquet to take place during the annual Spring National 
Meeting 2013 in New Orleans, April 7-11. In addition an award symposium "Chemical 
processing of cellulose - from raw materials to novel applications" will be organized to highlight 
and honor the contributions of Prof. Fink to cellulose research.                            

-Michael Santiago Cintrón 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

DDaaiiqqiiaanngg  XXuu  ooff  VViirrggiinniiaa  TTeecchh  aacccceeppttss  tthhee  CCEELLLL  
GGrraadduuaattee  SSttuuddeenntt  AAwwaarrdd  ffrroomm  CChhaarrlleess  BBuucchhaannaann  

CChhrriiss  LLeeee  ooff  PPeennnn  SSttaattee  UUnniivveerrssiittyy    aacccceeppttss  tthhee  BBeesstt  

PPoosstteerr  AAwwaarrdd  ffrroomm  WWoollffggaanngg  GGllaasssseerr  

PPaasstt  TTrreeaassuurreerr  MMaarrggaarreett  FFrreeyy  PPaasstt  MMeemmbbeerrsshhiipp  CChhaaiirr  SSccootttt  RReennnneecckkaarr  

2012 Payen Award Reception and Banquet  



THE FIBRIL ANGLE Fall 2012 

 

Cellulose and Renewable Materials Division, ACS  11 

 

     



THE FIBRIL ANGLE Fall 2012 

 

12  Cellulose and Renewable Materials Division, ACS 

 

  

More pictures from the event can be found online: http://cell.sites.acs.org/  
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